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great anthropologist and true friend of Guam,
Dr. Laura Thompson. Dr. Thompson was an
anthropologist who not only studied various
cultures in the world, she contributed to the
growth of the discipline during her lifetime. For
the people of Guam and researchers every-
where, her work, ‘‘Guam and Its People’’, is
the seminal work on the essence of the
Chamorro culture. She was the first anthro-
pologist to formally study the culture of the
people of Guam and every student, researcher
or any person interested in serious thinking
about Guam must begin by reading and un-
derstanding her work.

Dr. Thompson was born in Honolulu on Jan-
uary 23, 1905 and died last month right after
her 95th birthday. During her life, she pub-
lished nine books in anthropology and more
than 70 articles in professional journals. She
was a compelling and provocative speaker
who willingly addressed professional meetings,
spoke to community groups and frequently ap-
peared on radio and television programs. She
spoke about her experience, the role of
women in society and the advancement of her
discipline. In the course of her work, she
spoke out as an advocate for the advance-
ment of Pacific island peoples.

Dr. Thompson came to Guam in 1938 at the
invitation of the Naval Government of Guam to
study the Chamorro people. She served as a
consultant to the naval governor of Guam. The
assumption at the time was that naval officers
needed to learn more about the nature of the
Chamorro people so that the task of governing
Guam would be more efficiently and effectively
accomplished. It was ultimately a self-defeat-
ing assumption, because the only way that
Guam should have be governed was by the
people of Guam themselves. Dr. Thompson
stayed for six months in the village of
Malesso’ and learned a great deal about the
rhythm of Chamorro life, particularly in the
southern end of Guam which was acknowl-
edged as the more traditional part of Guam.

Her work gave all of us insights into the hy-
brid culture of the Chamorro people, a mixture
of Spanish, Mexican and Filipino influences
interspersed with the pre-Western contact
Chamorro traditions. The account of the cul-
ture was powerful because the strengths of
Chamorro character and industry were being
celebrated for the first time in recorded history.
Under American and Spanish colonial rule,
Chamorros were only discussed as a problem.
For the first time, Chamorros were being dis-
cussed as human beings who had designed a
dynamic and strong framework for life. It was
an invigorating vision made more powerful by
the fact that it was conducted in the name of
science.

Guam went on to be occupied by Japan
during World War II and the Chamorro people
endured a new challenge to their existence.
They survived and their heroic story inspired
their fellow Americans at the time. However,
naval officials decided that the military should
continue to govern Guam even as America
had just prevailed in a war to preserve democ-
racy and defeat fascism and militarism. The
post World War II military government of
Guam was an anomaly whose future was dim.
And one of the persons who wanted to ensure
that military government would come to an
end was Dr. Laura Thompson.

She was refused the opportunity to go back
to Guam by the Navy and visit the Chamorro
people. Along with a few friends, she worked

to end military rule in Guam and advocated
the granting of U.S. citizenship to the
Chamorro people. Her husband, John Collier,
was Director of the Bureau of Indian Affairs,
She prevailed upon him, their friend, Interior
Secretary Harold Ickes and others like Pearl
Buck to assist her in her advocacy of Guam
issues. She worked with the Institute of Ethnic
Affairs and they began to issue statements on
the true nature of the military government in
Guam. She testified in front of numerous Con-
gressional committees. This lobbying effort
was counteracted by the Navy who estab-
lished an office across the street from the In-
stitute to issue the Navy’s point of view. The
objectives of their lobbying were both the Ex-
ecutive Branch and Congress. Congress even-
tually realized that the Navy must go.

The role of the Institute, the articles by Har-
old Ickes, the articles in Asia Magazine by
Richard Wels and the letters to the editor in
the New York Times facilitated by Foster
Hailey in moving Guam to civilian government
has not been fully understood by many except
the most committed historians. In combination
with the efforts of Antonio Won-Pat, F.B. Leon
Guerrero and the willingness of the Guam
Congress to protest the decisions of the naval
governor of Guam, the people of Guam finally
saw the end of naval rule. It is one of the
Guam history’s greatest ironies that a young
woman brought out to help naval officers un-
derstand Guam more eventually ended the
power of naval officers over Guam.

Dr. Thompson did not return to Guam until
1976 at my invitation to an event I organized
called the Chamorro Studies Convention. She
came and delivered an inspirational message
of hope and understanding about the
Chamorro people. The event helped rekindle
her interest and subsequent contacts with the
people of Guam. She became good friends
with Dr. Becky Stephenson, an anthropologist
at the University of Guam, who edited a publi-
cation about Dr. Thompson’s life story. Entitled
‘‘Beyond The Dream: A Search for Meaning’’,
the work recounts the growth of Dr. Thompson
as a scholar and anthropology as a discipline.
Dr. Stephenson remarked about her col-
league, ‘‘Laura was a good friend of Guam.
She was a woman who loved Guam.’’

Dr. Thompson obtained a B.A. from Mills
College in Oakland California and a Ph.D. in
Anthropology from the University of California,
Berkeley in 1933. She is the 1979 recipient of
the Bronislaw Malinowski Award for the Soci-
ety of Applied Anthropology. She has con-
ducted ethnographic fieldwork in Fiji, Hawaii,
Iceland, West Germany, the mainland U.S.
with Native American communities as well as
Guam.

Si Yu’os ma’ase’ Dr. Thompson for all of
your efforts on behalf of the people of Guam.
To her nieces and nephew and those who
cared for her in her later years, we thank you
for sharing her talent, her strength and her in-
spiration with the people of Guam.
f

90TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE BOY
SCOUTS OF AMERICA

HON. MICHAEL P. FORBES
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 8, 2000
Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, it gives me

great pleasure to stand before you today to

honor the 90th Anniversary of the Boy Scouts
of America. The organization was first estab-
lished on February 8, 1910 and has since then
been dedicated to the growth and maturity of
young adults in America. It has given youth
the opportunity to have a healthy start in life
by allowing them to participate in programs
dedicated to building character, developing
personal fitness, and raising community serv-
ice awareness. For ninety years, the Boy
Scouts of America have continually renewed
their commitment by nurturing our children into
young adults that stand for values of honesty,
integrity, and respect.

We must not forget those strong energetic
individuals that have made the Boy Scouts
what it is today. The organization would not be
in existence if it were not for co-founders Dan-
iel Carter Beard, Ernest Thompson Seton, Wil-
liam D. Boyce, and James E. West. All of
these men heavily influenced the early devel-
opment of the Boy Scouts. Daniel Carter
Beard, remembered for his buckskin outfits,
was a pioneer of the Boy Scouts who merged
his own boys’ organization with the Boy
Scouts of America. Ernest Thompson Seton,
the first Chief Scout, wrote numerous volumes
on Scouting. Also worth mentioning is William
D. Boyce, who incorporated the Boys Scouts
of America soon after being inspired by a
scout in Europe. Lastly, there was James E.
West, who was the first Chief Scout Executive
and also an inspiration to us all. Although or-
phaned and physically handicapped, Mr. West
had the perseverance to graduate from
lawschool and became a successful attorney.
This same determination helped build Scout-
ing into the largest and most effective youth
organization in the world. When he retired in
1943, Mr. West was recognized throughout
the country as the true architect of the Boy
Scouts of America. All these great men con-
tributed to making a dream into reality.

Presently over 5 million Americans are
members in the Boy Scouts of America.
Scouts grow up to become strong leaders with
strong values. Their strong leadership can be
seen even in the 106th Congress, where more
than half of the Members of Congress have
participated in Scouting.

The Boy Scouts of America have also been
continually dedicated to community service. I
commend the organization for volunteering
countless hours in their communities, espe-
cially in Suffolk County, New York, where pro-
grams such as toy drives for the disadvan-
taged and food collection for the hungry im-
prove the quality of life for thousands of peo-
ple. The tradition of serving the community
has been emphasized throughout the last
ninety years, and I hope to see it continue.

Once again, congratulations to the Boy
Scouts of America. They are truly an asset to
our great country and I applaud them for all
they have done. I wish them many more years
of growth and success.
f

HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS
OF CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
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HON. SILVESTRE REYES
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 1, 2000
Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, I too rise in

strong support of House Resolution 409 hon-
oring the Catholic Schools of America for their
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invaluable contribution to the education of our
children. I understand it is the first time such
a resolution has been before the House. I
would like to join my House colleagues in ex-
tolling the virtues of Catholic educational insti-
tutions that have provided consistently excel-
lent alternatives to our public school system—
even though I am a product of our public
schools.

I am proud to represent and participate in a
Catholic society as rich in culture and heritage
as El Paso’s. Many products of the Catholic
education system can be found at all levels of
society today, including Sister Elizabeth Anne
Swartz, Superintendent of the Diocese
Schools in El Paso, whom I would like to com-
mend for the fine job she is doing. I would
also like to take a moment to congratulate
Bishop Armando X. Ochoa on the great job he
is doing, too!

In my district, there are 13 Diocese schools
which support 4,607 students and 300 edu-
cators. Most Diocese schools posted enroll-
ment increases this year. One school, Father
Yermo Elementary School, is celebrating its
40th year. Another, Our Lady of Mount Car-
mel, is celebrating its 81st year.

Last Saturday night, I was privileged to at-
tend an event recognizing the supporters of
Catholic education in El Paso. The organizers
of this year’s ‘‘Supporters of Catholic Edu-
cation in the El Paso Diocese,’’ or SEED,
Awards were: Marissa Alvarado; Elvia
Borrego; Sr. Kathleen Corbett, SL; Debra
Fraire; Bobbie Hernandez; the Honorable Sue
Kurita; Manny Lopez; Carmen Montes; Bertha
Schachtsneider; Sr. Elizabeth Anne Swartz,
SSND; Olga Torres; Alfred Torres; and Luis
Villalobos. I congratulate each and every one
of them for all the hard work they put into
making this event a great success.

I would also like to recognize the members
of the Diocesan Board of Education: Sister
Elizabeth Anne Swartz, SSND, Super-
intendent; Manny Lopez, President; Adriana
Sierra-Loya, Vice-President; Marie Doyle; the
Honorable Martha ‘‘Sue’’ Kurita; Robert Lopez;
Rev. Marcus McFadin; Mary Alice Szostek;
Rev. Msgr. Francis J. Smith; and Luis
Villalobos.

I would like to congratulate the winners of
the 2000 SEED awards. From Blessed Sac-
rament, Best Faculty/Staff; Juanita Reyes;
Best Benefactor/Supporter: Elena Aguirre;
Best Volunteer: Kathy Cortez; and Best Alum-
ni: James Towle. From Cathedral High School,
Best Faculty/Staff; Luz Ulrickson; Best Bene-
factor/Supporter: Adrian Martinez; Best Volun-
teer: Menira De La Fuente; and Best Alumni:
Jaime Rivera. From Father Yermo Elementary,
Best Faculty/Staff: Rose Chavez. From Father
Yermo High School, Best Faculty/Staff: Alfredo
Palacio; Best Benefactor/Supporter: Yadro
Lizardo; Best Volunteer: Mary Lou Vega; and
Best Alumni: Gladys Saucedo. From Holy
Trinity, Best Faculty/Staff: Alena VanHouten;
Best Benefactor/Supporter: Mark Smith; Best
Volunteer; Jude Hicks; and Best Alumni: Car-
los Sanchez. From Loretto Academy, Best
Faculty/Staff: Shelly Wilson, Angie Davila, and
Gerri Mearns; Best Benefactor/Supporter: Sis-
ter Mary Ann Coyle, SL; Best Volunteer: Jesus
Marrufo; and Best Alumni: Cindy Manzanares.
From Our Lady of Assumption, Best Faculty/
Staff: Anne Johnson; Best Benefactor/Sup-
porter: Cynthia Kelley; and Best Volunteer:
Edward Martinez. From Our Lady of Mt. Car-
mel, Best Faculty/Staff: Edward Frias: Best

Benefactor/Supporter: Jose Armendariz; Best
Volunteer: Dolores Bustamante; and Best
Alumni: Pedro Tapia. From St. Joseph’s, Best
Faculty/Staff: Irma Gemoest; Best Benefactor/
Supporter: Eduardo Fuentes; Best Volunteer:
Belinda Garcia; and Best Alumni: Luis
Villalobos. From St. Patrick’s, Best Faculty/
Staff: Lee Nunez; Best Benefactor/Supporter:
Noe Carreon; Best Volunteer: Richard Flores;
and Best Alumni: Msgr. A. Dixon Hartford.
From St. Pius X, Best Faculty/Staff: Sister
Mary Ljundahl; Best Benefactor/Supporter:
Margie Escobedo; Best Volunteer: Roger
Razo; and Best Alumni: Patricia Martinez.
From St. Raphael, Best Faculty/Staff: Tony
Brown; Best Benefactor/Supporter: Bruce
Galyan; and Best Volunteer: Frank Lujan.
From the Diocese of El Paso, Best Bene-
factor/Supporter: Bishop Armando X. Ochoa
and Sr. Elizabeth Anne Swartz, SSND.

And on one final note, as a representative
of a largely Catholic district, I, too, am con-
cerned about the controversy surrounding the
selection of a new House Chaplain. The
House has never had a Catholic Chaplain. Al-
though a bipartisan committee gave Catholic
candidate Timothy O’Brien the majority of
‘‘first’’ rankings, the House leadership was un-
fortunately under no obligation to follow their
rankings. Instead, the House leadership con-
ducted a final round of interviews of the three
finalists. The Leadership made their decision
based upon these interviews, with House mi-
nority leader DICK GEPHARDT voting for Mr.
O’Brien and Speaker HASTERT and Majority
Leader ARMEY recommending Charles Wright.

I believe this controversy exists, at least in
part, because everyone was not clear on how
the selection process would work from the out-
set. Many of my Democratic colleagues and I
felt that if the committee had a clear con-
sensus on a candidate, as they did on Father
O’Brien, then the leadership would naturally
follow. Others argue that the bipartisan com-
mittee only functioned to screen candidates,
leaving the final determination to the leader-
ship. I bear no ill-tidings toward Reverend
Wright; but I believe we have missed an op-
portunity here, which is unfortunate.
f
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Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, it is with deep

sadness that I inform the House of the death
of Robert (Bob) Beykirch of Sedalia, Missouri.

Bob Beykirch was born on November 24,
1928, in East St. Louis, Illinois, a son of Chris-
topher and Marie Walters Beykirch. He was a
staff sergeant in the Illinois National Guard
and was stationed in Germany for a year dur-
ing the Korean War. Bob was a graduate of
St. Louis University, where he received a
bachelor’s degree in business administration
in 1955.

In 1957, Bob and his family moved to Seda-
lia, Missouri, after acquiring an Anheuser-
Busch wholesale distributorship that was re-
named County Distributing Co. Bob served as
president of the Missouri Beer Wholesaler As-
sociation and was a member of the Anheuser-
Busch Wholesaler Advisory Panel.

Bob served on the Sedalia Park Board, was
a board member of the Missouri Chamber of

Commerce, was a past president of the Seda-
lia Area Chamber of Commerce, and was a
member of the Sedalia Area Tourism Commis-
sion. In addition, Bob sat on the board of Citi-
zens Against Spouse Abuse, Children’s Ther-
apy Center, and the Sedalia Airport Board.
Bob was also involved with the Sedalia-Pettis
County United Way, local sports teams, and
was an active member of Sacred Heart Catho-
lic Church.

Mr. Speaker, Bob was a successful busi-
nessman, civic leader, and a good friend. I
know the Members of the House will join me
in extending heartfelt condolences to his fam-
ily: his wife, Dorothy; his four sons, daughter,
and 12 grandchildren.
f
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Mr. WELLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

honor Ms. Elizabeth (Beth) S. Ruyle for her 21
years of service and dedication as executive
director for the South Suburban Mayors and
Managers Association (SSMMA).

Ms. Ruyle became the executive director of
South Suburban Mayors and Managers in
June 1978. South Suburban Mayors and Man-
agers is a council of government which in-
cludes 38 municipalities in South Suburban
Cook and Eastern Will Counties. Through
Beth’s hard work, many of the communities’
goals have been realized. These goals include
the development of regional planning pro-
grams in transportation, solid waste, flood
management, and housing. Twenty municipali-
ties now have an intergovernmental self insur-
ance pool for property and casualty. Twelve
municipalities can now boast they have an
intergovernmental self insurance pool for em-
ployee benefits. All thirty-eight municipalities
can now rely on fire, police, and public works
mutual aid agreements in times of emergency.
Under the direction of Ms. Ruyle, the SSMMA
was one of the first entities to establish a
multimunicipal bond bank which now has $50
million in assets.

Before coming to work at the SSMMA, Beth
and her husband, Craig Hullinger, lived in At-
lanta, GA where she had the position of gov-
ernmental relations coordinator for the Atlanta
Regional Commission. Beth completed her un-
dergraduate studies at the University of Flor-
ida in 1968. In 1975, She received her M.P.A.
graduate degree from the University of Geor-
gia.

Beth has won several Urban Innovations
awards during her career such as an award
for Employee Assistance Program, an award
for South Suburban Drug Enforcement Pro-
gram, and a reward for Cost Savings/Revenue
Enhancement. In January 1996, Beth was list-
ed in ‘‘Crain’s Chicago Business’’ as one of
the ‘‘100 Most Influential Women In Chicago’’.

Beth Ruyle’s commitment and impact on her
community is not only deserving of congres-
sional recognition, but should serve as a
model for others to follow.

At a time when our Nation’s leaders are
asking the people of this country to make
serving their community a core value of citi-
zenship, honoring Beth Ruyle is both timely
and appropriate.
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